RS

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN
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tienderson, Texas

Dear 3Sir: Opinion No. 0=~7024

Re; Whether Ruask County hais authority
to hire nnd DAY th un‘try of &
alerk :

rceep‘i

mixistratlon or the Farm Security
Ambnistration, and to pay the
pf A slerk or clerks for

s 1945, presenta the follow~
& which you request the opinion

c unty have authority to hire and pay
\\1fry of a olerk, typist, stenographer or
onist for the State Department of Fublie
we are Office in Hendexson, whioch office handles
/pu;nfestigationt. eto., for the 0ld Age Anais-

tapose?d

2. Does the Commissloners' Court of Rusk County heve
the authority te pay the office rent of the Farm
Credit Administrstion or the Farm Security Admine
istration in a building other than the ocourthouse?

3. Does the Commissioners® Gourt of Rusk County have

authority to pay the hire of a2 clerk or clerks for
such Administrations nased in Question No. 27
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In the epactment of the Fublic welfare Act, the State Do~
partment le charged in Sec. 4 with the duty of administering
aid to needy, dependent children, essistence to needy blind,
adminiatering snd supervising relief in general as well as
aspistence under the Act to the needy aged.

The Cld Age Asaimtenge prograsm is administered through
the State Department of Fublle Welfere pursuant to the pro=
visions of Art, 6550 of Title 204, V, &4, C, S5, In Seoction 4,
subdivisions (5) and (7) of that Aot, the State Department is
charged in adminiatering to the needy aged, to: .

"5, Assiast other deportments, sgengies and
{institutions of the local Jtate and Federal Qovern-
nents, whén 80 reguested and oooperate with such
agenoies when expedient, in performing services
in conforalty with the purposes of this Aoty

ne W &

"7, Esteblish and provide suoch method of local
sdministration as is deemed advisable, and provide
sush personnel as may be found necessary for oarrying
ou: 12 2nheeonnmioal way the sdalnistration of this
Aot} "

Seotion 3¥ of aaid stututes pruviqaa:

"o provialon of tais Aot is intended to releass
the oounties and munioipalities in this State from
the specific responsibility which is currently borne
by those counties and municipalities in support of
public welfare, child welfere and reliuf servicea,
Sueh funds which may hereaftaer be appropriated by
the oounties a2nd suniocipslities for those serviges
may be administered through the county or diastrist
offices of the State Department, and if so edxzinis-
tered, shall be devoteld sxclusively to the servioces
in the ocounty or muniocipality making suoh appropria-
tion."

We note that leec, 7 of Art. 6950 contalns the following pro-
vision: .

we * ¥rThe ctate Department may cooperate with
any city or county in any manher deened necesssary
for thé proper operation of these programs.”
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ATte 2351, Kovised Civil OStaetutes, provides:

YL.aok comalssiocnerst court shnall;

My oo

mirovide for the support of psupera acd such
{diots and lunedtics as cannot be admitted into tae
lunatie asylun, residents of thelr ocounty, who are
unable to supyort themselves. By the term '"resident!?
as used herein, is mesnt & person who has beesn s bona
fide inhabitent of the ecounty not lsas than six months
and of the stete not less then one year,

o £ Nw

The foregoing statutes were oconsidered by this depsrt-
aent in our Opinfon No. 0=3962, approved November 12, 1541,
This opinion, a copy of whleh ia herewith snclosed, in effeot
holds that the ocommissioneras' court has suthority to pay
clerical or stenogresphic persons who work with and assist the
sounty cess workers who are paild under the new Intake and
Certifioate Divieion, as set out in the General Depertmental
Appropristion 5ill, where sugh expenditures are mads "for
the purposs of alding and eooperating witii the agenocies of
the State snd Federal Governnenta, engeged in the adainis-
tration of relief of the unemployed and needy people of
the itate of Texzaa."

Relative to your {uestions Kos, 2 and 3, thisz departe
neat held in Upinlon no. C=281 to the County Attorney of
Hamllton County, Texas, ayproved Februsry 21, 1939, that the
comuigslonerat court of a county has no authority to employ
e ntenoyrapher for the Unitsd States Farm Credit Adminie-~
tration and pay sueh stenogrephsr from county funda., we
elso cell your otteation to CGpinion Lo, 0=5587, approved
neptenber 11, 19413, addressed t0o you, wherein we uield that
husk County hed no legal authority to pay the salary of sn
sxployees of the Farm Seourity Administration. :

In Upilnion lo. O=4074, approved april 8§, 1%42, (o the
County auditor of iHarrison Uounty, Texas, this departient held
that the county would not be authorized to rent a typewriter,
furnish or purchase incldentuls, provide office spmce, eguip-
mant end necessaly olerioeal helpy from county funds to logal
tire retioning boards set up by the offies Of tne itate Tire
Wationing Administrator, & Federal &géncy.
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In Cpinion No. 0=-5931 to the County Attorney of Fayette
County, approved March 17, 1944, this departaent held that the
county may not legally expend its funds for the purpose of pay-
ing offiece reunts, light bills, water bDills, eto., for the Feram
Security sdministration.

It is apparent from the foregoing opinions that neither the
Farm Security Asdministration or the Farm Credit sdministration
is considered such an agency a8 included within the provisions
of Art. 2374e~2, 5e0. 1, V, A, C. 8, ¥For your information we
herewith sttaoh copies of our Opinions Kos. 0«28l and 0-5931
hereinabove referred to., The authorities aited therein are
spplicable here, -

It is therefore our opiniopr that where Ruak County anéd ths
State Departmsnt of Fubdblie Welfere are cooparating snd by neces~
sity in conjunotion with Federal agengies, for the purpose of
eiding, e istering and furnishing relief to the uneaployed
and nesdy people of the State of Texas, the oommissicneraf
sourt is suthorized to hire asnd pay the salary of a olerk,
typist, stenographer or receptionist for the Stats Department
of Puhiio Welfare Offioce in Henderson upon reguest to 4o so
by suoh departasnt,

Answering your Questions Nos, 2 and 3, it is the opinion of
this department that the Commissioners' Court of Rusk County is
not suthorized to pay the office rent of the Ferm Credit Adminis-
tration or the Farm Sesurity Administration in the duillding other
than the ocourthouse nor pay the hire of a olerk or c¢lerks for the
offiece of such Administretions,

Yours very truly,
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